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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze a culturally responsive curriculum and identify its challenges and practical
solutions within the Iranian educational system. Cultural diversity in Iranian schools—including linguistic,
religious, ethnic differences, learning styles, and social values—necessitates multicultural curricula that
both strengthen students’ cultural identity and develop their intercultural competence. A systematic review,
based on PRISMA guidelines, was conducted on studies published between 2012 and 2025 in domestic
databases. The thematic analysis identified four main selective codes: (1) multilayered identity formation
and conscious national cohesion, (2) cultural justice and the development of civic competencies, (3)
curriculum redesign based on cultural pluralism, and (4) educational governance and capacity building.
Findings indicate that multicultural curricula in Iran balance respect for diversity with national cohesion,
enhancing students’ local, national, and global identity while fostering peaceful coexistence and critical
thinking. However, limitations such as resource scarcity, insufficient teacher competencies, and focus on
urban schools hinder the full realization of curriculum goals. This study provides an analytical—practical
framework to guide curriculum redesign, teaching methods, learning activities, and educational policy.
Results underscore the need for teacher empowerment, local community participation, decentralization,
and the development of flexible educational tools to ensure effective and sustainable implementation of
multicultural curricula. By bridging the gap between theory and practice, this research paves the way for
empirical studies and informed policymaking in multicultural education in Iran.

Keywords: Multicultural Curriculum, Cultural Diversity, Educational Equity, Multilayered Identity,
Educational Governance.
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